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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS 

AST Above ground Storage Tank 
Agency Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency 
AQB Air Quality Bureau 
BlueWater BlueWater Environmental Consulting, LLC 
Bureau Resource Recovery Bureau, formerly Solid Waste Bureau 
EPA Environmental Protection Agency 
GWQB Ground Water Quality Bureau 
LEL Lower Explosive Limit 
LEP Leachate Extraction Point 
NMAC New Mexico Administrative Code 
NMED New Mexico Environment Department 
PSTB Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau 
SWPPP Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
TDS Total Dissolved Solids 
TKN Total Kjehldal Nitrogen 
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INTRODUCTION 

In accordance with New Mexico Solid Waste Act [Section 74-9-24 NMSA 1978] and the New Mexico 

Solid Waste Rules [20.9.3.24 NMAC], the Secretary of Environment shall review solid waste facility 

permits for publicly-owned solid waste facilities at least once every ten years. 

Caja del Rio Landfill is a municipal solid waste facility operated by the Santa Fe Solid Waste 

Management Agency, a public entity jointly owned by the City and County of Santa Fe. The New Mexico 

Environment Department issued the Agency an operating permit under numbers SWB-0226357 and 

SWB-0226358 (SP) on November 25, 2015. November 25, 2025 marks the permit’s ten-year anniversary 

date. 

The information provided herein is in accordance with the New Mexico Solid Waste Rules 20.9.3.24 

NMAC to review current and historical operations under the current permit. The information was 

obtained from Caja del Rio Landfill records, Bureau records, and interviews with Caja del Rio Landfill 

personnel. 

Questions or comments regarding the ten year review should be directed to either: 

 Caja del Rio Landfill New Mexico Environment Department 

 Ms. Danita Boettner, Landfill Manager Ms. Daniele Berardelli, Permit Section Manager 
 Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Resource Recovery Bureau  
 149 Wildlife Way PO Box 26110 
 Santa Fe, NM   87506 Santa Fe, NM   87502 
 
 505.424.1850 505.670.2018 
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SECTION A: FACILITY OPERATIONS 

1.0 General Description 

Caja del Rio Landfill is a municipal solid waste facility located approximately eight miles west of Santa 

Fe, New Mexico – adjacent to the Marty Sanchez golf course. It is owned and operated by the Santa Fe 

Solid Waste Management Agency, which in turn is owned and jointly administered by the City of Santa 

Fe and Santa Fe County.  

 Hours of Operation Open to the Public 

 Monday – Sunday Monday – Saturday 

 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

The landfill accepts household and commercial solid waste, construction and demolition debris, and 

sludge generated within Santa Fe County. On average, 115 vehicles/day bring waste to the facility. All 

vehicles are weighed at the Scale House. During 2024 an average of 590 tons/day of waste entered the 

facility. Waste is deposited in lined cells and covered with six inches of soil or an approved alternate daily 

cover. 

The permit area boundary is 495 acres of which 142 acres are permitted for waste disposal. The existing 

disposal area is approximately 88 acres. Waste disposal cells are constructed in accordance with the 

facility’s Operations Manual and include a composite liner and leachate collection system. The Bureau 

inspects and gives final approval of cell construction before waste is placed into the cell. 

Future Expansion 

Cell 6 is the active waste disposal cell. The permit includes plans for expansion by increasing the height 

of existing cells 1-6 by an additional 50 feet and also constructing new cells 7-11. The remaining life of 

Cell 6 and the vertical expansion is anticipated to be 10 years. Cells 7-11 will be placed into service after 

completion of the vertical expansion. 

Facility History 

The New Mexico Environment Department issued the City and County of Santa Fe a twenty (20) year 

permit on June 27, 1995 to construct and operate Caja del Rio Landfill. The facility began accepting 

waste on May 12, 1997. A permit modification transferred ownership and operation of the facility to the 

Agency. A second permit modification authorized the landfill to accept sludge as a special waste. The 
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original operating permit and subsequent modifications expired upon issuance of the current operating 

permit. 

2.0 Operating Permit 

The Agency operates Caja del Rio Landfill pursuant to Solid Waste Facility Permit number SWB-

0226357 and Special Waste Permit number SWB-0226358 (SP). The New Mexico Environment 

Department issued a twenty (20) year permit on November 25, 2015 with fifteen conditions. Compliance 

with the fifteen conditions is discussed in Section E. 

Permit number SWB-0226357 authorizes the landfill to accept municipal and commercial solid waste and 

construction & demolition debris. Permit number SWB-0226358 (SP) authorizes the landfill to accept the 

special wastes: industrial solid waste, petroleum contaminated soil, sludge, spill of a chemical substance 

or commercial product, treated formerly characteristic hazardous waste, and special waste not otherwise 

specified. To date, sludge is the only special waste accepted at Caja del Rio Landfill. 

3.0 Operating Plans 

Daily operations at the landfill are conducted in accordance with the Operations Manual, which consists 

of Exhibits 1-12, 17, and 42 of the permit. Additionally, the facility has a Storm Water Management Plan. 

This section discusses revisions or amendments to the various plans that have occurred since the permit 

was issued. 

It is the Agency’s policy that both redlined versions and complete, final versions of operating plans be 

submitted to the Bureau for approval. 

Operations Plan 

The Bureau approved the updated Operations Plan on July 12, 2021. A copy of the approval letter is 

included in Attachment 1. 

Alternative Waste Handling and Disposal Plan 

The Bureau approved the updated Alternative Waste Handling and Disposal Plan on July 12, 2021. A 

copy of the approval letter is included in Attachment 1. 

Closure/ Post Closure Plan 

The Bureau approved the updated Closure/ Post Closure Plan on July 12, 2021. A copy of the approval 

letter is included in Attachment 1. 
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Disposal Management Plans 

The Bureau approved revised and additional forms for the disposal management plans. A copy of the 

approval letter dated on January 23, 2017 is included in Attachment 1. 

Ground Water Monitoring System and Ground Water Monitoring Plan 

In accordance with Section 4.2 of the ground water plan, background water quality levels and assessment 

monitoring levels were updated in 2016 and 2019. The Bureau’s approval two letters are included in 

Attachment 1. An additional update was submitted on March 24, 2025, but has not yet been approved. 

Mulching and Compost Operations Plan 

The Agency submitted an Amended Composting Operations Plan via BlueWater on December 6, 2015 

pursuant to Condition 15 of the Final Order. An approval letter from the Bureau was not located. 

However, copies of the transmittal letter and cover page, both of which are date stamped by the Bureau, 

are included in Attachment 1. 

Other Operational Plans 

There have been no revisions or amendments to the: 

 Contingency Plan (the emergency contact list has been updated) 

 Waste Screening and Inspection Plan 

 Alternate Daily Cover Plan 

 Methane Monitoring Plan 

 Leachate Management Plan 

 Landfill Gas Collection and Control System Plan 

 Site Plan and Engineering Drawings 

 Storm Water Management Plan 

 Construction Quality Assurance Plan 
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SECTION B: COMPLIANCE HISTORY 

This section discusses any administrative enforcement action, including an administrative order or notice 

of violation, which: 

1. Was taken against the facility; 

2. Was resolved or dismissed in a settlement agreement, in a consent order or decree, was 

adjudicated, or was otherwise dismissed; 

3. Resulted in the imposition of a sanction, including but not limited to a fine, a penalty, or a 

payment made or work or service performed in lieu of a fine or penalty, or a cessation or 

suspension of operations; and 

4. Concerned a violation or alleged violation of a law, rule, or regulation relating to the collection, 

transportation, treatment, storage, or disposal of solid, hazardous, or infectious waste or relating 

to any environmental statute. 

The list is organized by the issuing agency and bureau. 

1.0 New Mexico Environment Department 

Air Quality Bureau 

The Air Quality Bureau oversees Title V Air Quality Permit #P185L-R4, which was renewed on April 14, 

2023. The permit covers the release of landfill gas, dust, or other potential air pollutants of concern. 

Copies of the inspection reports are included in Attachment 2. 

July 1, 2020 – Post Inspection Notification Form 

No Violations 
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June 11, 2019 – Field Citation 

Violation: 40 CFR 63 Subpart AAAA, Section 63.1980(a) & Title V Air Quality Permit #P185L-R3 

Condition A503.B 

Description: The Semi-Annual Startup, Shutdown, and Malfunction Plan Report, required by 40 CFR 63 

Subpart AAAA, Section 63.1980(a), for monitoring period 10/01/2018 – 03/31/2019 was not 

received by NMED-AQB within 45 days of 03/31/2019. Semi-annual reports for Subpart 

AAA are also required per Section A503.B 40 CFR 63. Subpart AAAA (Unit: Landfill) of the 

Title V permit. The Facility Representative presented a copy of the FedEx delivery 

confirmation provided by the SCS Engineers who prepare the reports. The provided copy of 

the FedEx confirmation (shipped Apr 26, 2019 and delivered Apr 29, 2019) was reviewed; 

however, the delivery confirmation did not list which reports had been delivered. On April 

29, 2019, NMED-AQB received the 40 CFR 60 Subpart WWW Semi-Annual NSPS report, 

the Title V Annual Compliance Certification (ACC) report for the monitoring period of 

04/01/2018-03/31/2019, the Title V Semi-Annual report for the monitoring period of 

10/01/2018 (an incomplete printed version), and a CD with electronic copies of the Title V 

ACC and Semi-Annual submittals but not the Subpart AAAA report. On 06/13/2019, the 

facility representatives provided an electronic copy of the missing Subpart AAAA report to 

NMED-ABQ for review and upload into electronic database. 

Action Taken: In addition to submitting the report, SCS Engineers now includes a list of contents so the 

FedEx delivery confirmation indicates the items delivered so that delivery can be verified. 

Ground Water Quality Bureau 

Discharge permit DP-1120, issued by the Ground Water Quality Bureau, authorizes the facility to 

discharge: to the two, on-site septic tanks; to the equipment wash evaporative pond; to an oily water UST; 

and, spray or beneficially use effluent from the City of Santa Fe waste water treatment plant for dust 

control, construction, rock crushing, and composting. 

GWQB has inspected the facility twice since November 25, 2015, but did not issue an inspection report 

during or after the inspections. 

February 24, 2025 Inspection 

No Violations 
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June 19, 2019 Inspection 

No Violations 

Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau 

The landfill has one 6,000 gallon AST for dispensing diesel registered with the Petroleum Storage Tank 

Bureau. The registration for tank ID 38482 is renewed annually. PSTB has inspected the tank twice since 

November 25, 2015. Copies of the inspection reports are included in Attachment 2. 

August 6, 2024 - Field Compliance Order 

Violation: 20.5.109.910.F [1] NMAC 

Description: Failure to install spill prevention equipment on an AST that is listed in accordance with an 

industry standard or code of practice developed for use with flammable and combustible 

liquids. 

Action Taken: A new, metal spill bucket was installed on the AST. The spill bucket that was installed 

with the AST, which was certified by PSTB before start-up, was deemed to be out of 

compliance due to incompatible materials. Please note that the spill bucket was not deemed 

“out of compliance” during the February 1, 2017 inspection. 

February 1, 2017 - Compliance Inspection Report 

No Violations 

Resource Recovery Bureau (formerly Solid Waste Bureau) 

The Bureau inspects the facility for compliance with the terms and conditions of the permit and the New 

Mexico Solid Waste Rules [20.9 NMAC]. Copies of the inspection reports are included in Attachment 2. 

July 31, 2024 Inspection 

No Violations 

October 18, 2022 Inspection 

No Violations 
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October 10, 2019 Inspection 

No Violations 

October 31, 2018 Inspection/Notice of Violation 

Violation No. 1: Failure to apply daily or alternate daily cover – The inspection documented uncovered 

solid waste upon the active tipping area of Cell 5B from the previous day’s operations. 

Response: Prior to accepting waste at the beginning of the workday (7:00am) on October 31, 2018 the 

landfill operators removed the tarps (alternative daily cover) from the working face. Also, the 

operators had to push mud away prior to the arrival of NMED - SWB, as a result of an 

overnight storm, from the working face area and replace it with dry dirt, thus temporarily 

exposing trash in order to fix the area where customers dump their loads. 

Explanation: The Solid Waste Bureau requested voluntary cooperation to address the problem. The 

Agency provided backup documentation showing the usage of the Tarp-o-matic (machine 

that deploys and picks up tarps), pre- and post-trip inspection of the unit, and dirt logs to 

show that daily cover and/or alternative daily cover was used and has a history of being used 

on a daily basis. The Agency requested that this violation be rescinded, however, response 

from the New Mexico Environment Department – Solid Waste Bureau was not provided. 

Violation No. 2: Failure to control litter – The inspection documented excessive litter near the tipping area 

and along the perimeter of Cell 5B. 

Response: The Agency has temporary laborers whose primary assignment is litter patrol Monday 

through Wednesday and Friday. On days after inclement weather events (e.g. heavy rain, high 

winds, snow, etc.) litter patrol is placed on hold due to safety issues in and around the 

working face and any other landfill areas. On October 31, 2018, the landfill was extremely 

muddy due to the 0.45 inch of rain that fell the night before. Litter was controlled within the 

landfill and no litter had migrated beyond the landfill property boundary. 

The Agency also utilizes barrier safety fencing for litter control. This type of fencing is 

movable and placed according to the landfill’s predominant seasonal winds as represented by 

the landfill’s wind rose. After a high wind event, the laborers focus on picking the litter 

beyond the temporary fencing before any litter that is inside the temporary fencing. 
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Explanation: The Solid Waste Bureau requested voluntary cooperation to address the problem. As a result 

of the inspection, the Agency has placed additional temporary fencing in the immediate area 

of the working face. It is placed in a manner that does not impede traffic or the operation and 

can be moved as necessary. The Agency ultimately purchased the “backstop” or Bull Fencing 

product for use in controlling litter to use in tandem with the existing temporary fencing and 

litter patrol.  

Violation No. 3: Failure to control disease vectors – The inspection documented large numbers of black 

crows upon the tipping area and along the perimeter of Cell 5B, presumably due to exposed 

waste resulting from the poor or lacking daily cover. 

Response: The Agency applies a minimum of six inches of daily cover and/or uses alternative daily 

cover on a daily basis as described in the Operations Plan as a means to control vectors. In 

addition, the Agency has utilized a bird cannon, for several years, near the working face 

during winter months to combat flocks of small black birds (i.e., Starlings) that migrate to the 

landfill and cause a nuisance. The bird cannon generally has a minimal effect on ravens. The 

bird cannon cannot be operated on overcast days or outside the landfill operating hours due to 

the sound resonating from the cannon out of respect for our neighboring residents. 

As mentioned above, October 31, 2018 was a cloudy overcast, wet weather day due to the 

rain the night before. As a result, the bird cannon had not been put into operation that day. 

Explanation: The Solid Waste Bureau requested voluntary cooperation to address the problem. As a result 

of the inspection, the Agency has implemented a bird cannon usage log to provide necessary 

documentation of its usage. Due to the efforts of using daily cover, alternate daily cover and a 

bird cannon for vector control, the Agency requested that this violation be rescinded; 

however, response from the New Mexico Environment Department – Solid Waste Bureau 

was not provided. 

Violation No. 4: Failure to utilize and have readily available portable litter fences – The inspection 

documented the facility operator’s failure to use and have readily available portable litter 

fences at the active tipping face. 

Response:  At the time the Operations Plan was written, the Agency interpreted the “use of temporary 

wind fences” that can be “moved by landfill personnel as needed” to be the use of 

barrier/safety fencing or some other form of fencing. The Agency was operating in an area of 
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the active cell (Cell 5B) that was 15 to 30 feet below the top of the inactive area of the 

landfill, thus creating its own wind barrier to the north, east and west sides of the active cell. 

These sides of the cell contained the majority of blowing litter within the lined area of the 

landfill. The Agency also had utilized temporary fencing that was placed along the perimeter 

of the active cell to intercept litter, based upon seasonal winds. 

Explanation: The Solid Waste Bureau requested voluntary cooperation to address the problem. As a result 

of the inspection, the Agency has placed additional temporary fencing in the immediate area 

of the working face. It is placed in a manner that does not impede traffic or the operation and 

can be moved as necessary. The Agency ultimately purchased the “backstop” or Bull Fencing 

product for use in controlling litter to use in tandem with the existing temporary fencing and 

litter patrol. 

Violation No. 5: Failure to control physical size of the active tipping face – The inspection documented 

the facility operator’s failure to control the physical size of the active tipping face, to the 

smallest practical area, as the lift depth exceeded 15 feet. 

Response: The Agency utilizes a Trimble GPS system on compactors, dozers and scrapers to build out 

the landfill sells and associated lifts. The system provides a continuous indication of location 

and elevation of the equipment. The system also provides the necessary guidance to the 

operators to ensure proper lift height and to notify them when they are outside any disposal 

limits (i.e., edge of liner, side slopes, top of waste grade). 

Explanation: The Solid Waste Bureau requested voluntary cooperation to address the problem. As a result 

of the inspection, the Agency confirmed the height of the lift at 14.8 feet and provided photo 

documentation showing the elevations taken from the system at both the top and bottom of 

the lift. In addition, the Agency utilizes a basic handheld GPS and portable handheld Trimble 

unit as backup to confirm elevations. As such, the Agency requested that this violation be 

rescinded; however, response from the New Mexico Environment Department – Solid Waste 

Bureau was not provided. 

Violation No. 6: Failure to accurately complete scrap tire manifest, No. 312204-2. 

Violation rescinded upon issue of the Notice of Violation. 
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February 10, 2017 Inspection 

No Violations 

February 11, 2016 Inspection 

No Violations 

2.0 EPA 

There have been no EPA inspections of Caja del Rio Landfill during the term of the current operating 
permit. 
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SECTION C: ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING RESULTS 

This section discusses the environmental monitoring conducted at Caja del Rio Landfill, including 

sampling results that exceeded a standard, spills, releases, unauthorized waste, or remediation that has 

occurred. 

1.0 New Mexico Environment Department 

Air Quality Bureau 

There is no sampling associated with the air quality permit. The permit covers the landfill gas collection 

and control system, which is a Title V requirement based upon the size and age of the facility and 

designed to prevent the release of landfill gases to the atmosphere. 

There has been no known release in conjunction with the air quality permit. 

Ground Water Quality Bureau 

The Ground Water Quality Bureau most recently renewed discharge permit DP-1120 on July 26, 2023. 

The permit requires annual sampling of the two septic tanks for Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen (TKN) and the 

Equipment Wash Evaporative Pond for volatile and semi-volatile organics, total dissolved solids (TDS), 

chloride, and metals. 

There are no comparative regulatory standards for TKN or for the evaporative pond results, since it is not 

discharged to ground water; therefore, no standards have been exceeded. 

No spill, release, or remediation has occurred in conjunction with DP-1120. 

Resource Recovery Bureau (Solid Waste Bureau) 

The operating permit requires quarterly methane monitoring, annual ground water monitoring, and annual 

leachate sampling. Results from each monitoring event are submitted to the Bureau. 

Methane Monitoring 

In accordance with the facility’s methane monitoring plan, methane levels at the landfill are monitored 

quarterly. Methane levels are measured as a percentage of the lower explosive limit of methane within the 

on-site buildings and at ten (10) subsurface points located at the permit boundary in the vicinity of the 

waste disposal cells. 
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To date, the continuous methane concentrations have measured zero (0) percent LEL in the on-site 

buildings and at the ten subsurface locations. There has been no known release of methane. The landfill 

gas collection system is a Title V requirement based upon the size and age of the facility and is designed 

to prevent the release of landfill gases to the atmosphere. 

The methane monitoring report submittal dates are provided in Attachment 3. 

Ground Water Monitoring 

The Agency monitors ground water in accordance with the facility’s ground water monitoring plan. The 

plan includes annual sampling of the three monitoring wells. 

During the 2018 sampling event the MW-1 nitrate and MW-2R arsenic concentrations exceeded the 

AML. On March 12, 2019 the Bureau approved a demonstration that the cause of the exceedance was due 

to statistical error and not elevated concentrations. The Bureau’s letter is included in Attachment 3. 

To date, no other AML have been exceeded. No release to ground water or ground water remediation has 

occurred. 

The ground water monitoring report submittal dates are provided in Attachment 3. 

Leachate Monitoring 

The Agency monitors leachate in accordance with the facility’s leachate management plan. The plan 

includes collecting an annual, composite sample from the six LEP. The sample is not compared to a 

regulatory standard; therefore there have been no exceedances of a water quality standard. 

In addition to the annual sampling, the landfill reports the volume of leachate pumped on a quarterly 

basis. The leachate report submittal dates are provided in Attachment 3. 

No release or remediation of leachate has occurred. 

2.0 EPA 

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

The facility’s SWPPP requires sampling the facility’s outfalls when a stormwater discharge from the 

outfall occurs during operating hours. To date, no discharge has occurred during operating hours. 

No spill, release, or remediation has occurred in conjunction with the SWPPP. 



 

BlueWater Environmental Consulting, LLC 

Caja del Rio Landfill 10 Year Review Documents 
Solid Waste Facility Permit SWB-0226357 Rev. 0, 09/23/25 
Special Waste Permit SWB-0226358 (SP) Page 16 

3.0 Other Spills, Releases, Remediation, or Unauthorized Waste 

In August 2020 diesel leaked from a customer’s truck. The release was less than 25-gallons. 

Approximately one cubic yard of soil was excavated and placed on top of Cell 4 to remediate. 

No other spill, release, or remediation has occurred. 

No unauthorized waste has been accepted or found at the facility. 
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SECTION D: DISCLOSURE FORMS 

Included in this section are the Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Organizational Chart, the 

Main Disclosure Form, the Governmental Entity Disclosure Statement, and the Key Person Disclosure 

Statements. 
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SECTION F: FINANCIAL ASSURANCE 

The Agency utilizes a Local Government Reserve Fund (LGRF) as the financial assurance mechanism for 

Caja del Rio Landfill. Annual Financial Assurance documents provide estimated costs, in current dollars, 

for Final Closure, Post-Closure care and monitoring, Phase I Assessment, and Phase II Assessment. 

The most recent audited financial assurance is dated June 30, 2023, was submitted to the Bureau by 

February 14, 2024, and was audited by an independent auditor as part of the Agency’s financial 

statements for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024. 

Attachment 6 includes the financial assurance, the independent auditor’s report, and a table of financial 

report submittal dates. 
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SECTION G: FELONY OR ENVIRONMENTAL CONVICTIONS 

The Agency affirms that the following actions do not apply to any person involved with operating Caja 

del Rio Landfill. 

a. Knowing misrepresentation of a material fact in an application for a permit;  

b. Refusal to disclose or failure to disclose the information required under the provisions of 

NMSA 1978, Section 74-9-21;  

c. Conviction of a felony or other crime involving moral turpitude within ten years immediately 

preceding the submittal of interim review documentation;  

d. Conviction of a felony, within ten years immediately preceding the date of the submission of 

the interim review documentation, in any court for any crime defined by state or federal statutes 

as involving or being restraint of trade, price-fixing, bribery or fraud;  

e. Exhibiting a history of willful disregard for environmental laws of any state or the United 

States; or  

f. Revocation or permanent suspension of any permit for cause under the environmental laws of 

any state or the United States.  

Personal disclosure forms for the people involved with operating the landfill are provided in Section D, 

Attachment 4. 
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SECTION H: PUBLIC NOTICE 

Santa Fe County is a Class A county, therefore pursuant to the Solid Waste Act (NMSA 74-9-22), the 

following legal notice will be (was): 

1. Provided by certified mail to the owners of record, as shown by the most recent property tax 

schedule, of all properties within one hundred feet of the facility; 

2. Provided by certified mail to all municipalities and counties in which the facility is located and to 

the governing body of any county, municipality, Indian tribe or pueblo within a ten mile radius of 

the property on which the facility is operated; 

3. Published once in the Santa Fe New Mexican newspaper. This notice shall appear in either the 

classified or legal advertisements section of the newspaper and at one other place in the 

newspaper calculated to give the general public the most effective notice and shall be printed in 

both English and Spanish; and 

4. Posted in at least four publicly accessible and conspicuous places, including the facility entrance. 

Additionally, the notice will be (was) provided to parties of record at the permit hearing or who have 

registered interest in the facility’s operations. 

Included in Attachment 8 will be (are) the public notice; a list of the owners of record; copies of the 

certified mail receipts to owners of record, municipalities, counties, tribes, and parties of record; affidavit 

of publication from the Santa Fe New Mexican; and photographs of the posted notice. 
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July 24, 2020 
 
Mr. Don Duncan 
Project Manager  
Blue Water Environmental Consulting, LLC  
1382 Santa Rosa Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505-3488 
 
 
RE: Approval – Background Water Quality and Assessment Monitoring Levels Update for 2019 

- Caja del Rio Landfill, dated July 3, 2020. 
 
Dear Mr. Duncan: 
 
The New Mexico Environment Department’s (“NMED”) Solid Waste Bureau (“SWB”) approves the 
updated Background Water Quality (“BWQ”) Levels and Site-Specific Assessment Monitoring Levels 
(“ssAMLs”) for the Caja del Rio Landfill (“Landfill”). The updated values were submitted for review and 
approval by BlueWater Environmental Consulting, LLC on July 3, 2020 on behalf of the Landfill.  
 
Updated BWQ and ssAMLs values were submitted for monitoring wells MW-1, MW-2R, and MW-4R at 
the Landfill. The updated values are approved for use in all future groundwater monitoring reports.  
 
If you would like to discuss this review, I can be reached by telephone at (505) 383-2079, or by e-mail at 
erica.ortega@state.nm.us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Erica L. Ortega 
Water Resource Professional III, Permit Section 
  
c: Randall Kippenbrock, Executive Director, Caja del Rio,  
 Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency, 149 Wild Life Way, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506-8342  
 Danita Boettner, Manager, Caja del Rio,  
 Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency, 149 Wild Life Way, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506-8342  
 Caja del Rio Facility Groundwater Monitoring File 

Peter J. Garcia Sr., Enforcement Area II SWB 
 Erica L. Ortega Reading File 
 

NEW MEXICO 
ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

Solid Waste Bureau 
1190 Saint Francis Drive, Room N-2150 

P.O. Box 5469 
 Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502-5469 

Telephone: (505) 827-0197 Facsimile: (505) 827-2902 
www.env.nm.gov/swb/ 

MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
Governor 

 
HOWIE C. MORALES 

Lt. Governor 
 

JAMES C. KENNEY 
Cabinet Secretary  

 
JENNIFER J. PRUETT 

Deputy Secretary 
 
 

mailto:erica.ortega@state.nm.us
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Section B Documents 



 

New Mexico Environment Department 
Air Quality Bureau 

Compliance and Enforcement Section 
525 Camino de Los Marquez 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Phone (505) 476-4300 

  
 Version 06/05/2019 

POST INSPECTION NOTIFICATION FORM 

This form shall constitute written notice, to the extent required by the Air Quality Control Act, Section 74-2-5.1.A, of the results of an investigation for which enforcement 
action is contemplated.  The form identifies areas of concern identified during the investigation.  Non-compliance with air quality requirements, including state and 
federal air quality laws, regulations, and permit conditions may result in the issuance of a compliance order, emergency order, civil or criminal complaint, Notice of 
Violation with associated civil penalty.  The facility owner or operator is advised to initiate prompt corrective action for the areas of concern listed below.   
 

Activity:  FCE  PCE  Complaint  Submittal – Type:  ACC/SEMI  Other (explain)  
 

GENERAL FACILITY INFORMATION 

Company Name: Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Facility Name: Caja del Rio Landfill 

Physical Location: 
Zone 13 
UTM H: 401,148 meters 
UTM V: 3,949,023 meters 

Inspection Date(s): July 1, 2020 

Facility Contact: Randall Kippenbrock - Executive Director 
rkippenbrock@sfswma.org Inspector: Leigh Barr 

AI# AIRS# NSR# Title V# Acid Rain # 

1484 35-049-0032 NA P185LR3 NA 

 
Potential 
Violation 
Number 

Permit/ 
Regulation: Description of Area(s) of Concern: 

1 

P185LR3 
A501.B 

Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency at Caja del Rio Landfill failed to conduct watering of landfill 
cells during two days in the reporting period.  The dates were 2/27/2020 and 2/28/2020.  This was 
discovered on July 1, 2020 by AQB compliance specialist review of the Semi-Annual Monitoring Report 
covering 10/1/2019 through 3/31/2020.  The report was received by the NMED - Air Quality Bureau on 
5/1/2020. 

2 

P185LR3 
A502.A 

Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency at Caja del Rio Landfill failed to conduct watering of unpaved 
roads during two days in the reporting period.  The dates were 2/27/2020 and 2/28/2020.  This was 
discovered on July 1, 2020 by AQB compliance specialist review of the Semi-Annual Monitoring Report 
covering 10/1/2019 through 3/31/2020.  The report was received by the NMED - Air Quality Bureau on 
5/1/2020. 

 

 

Inspector Signature:   

                              
Facility Representative Signature: 

Title:  Compliance Reports Specialist 
 

Title: 

Date:  July 7, 2020 
 

Date: 

Comments:  This Post Inspection Notification was delivered by read-receipt, 
delivery-receipt email to the facility representative.  

Signing above acknowledges receipt of this post-inspection notification 
form and identified handouts and does not constitute agreement with the 
contents.  

 







Page 1 of 1

New Mexico Environment Department 
Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Bldg. 1 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
(505) 476-4397

22 20240731 0441

Date: August 06, 2024

I.   Facility, Ownership, and Operator Information
Facility Name: Caja Del Rio Landfill Facility Number: 54469

Facility Address: 149 Wildlife Way, Santa Fe, NM 87506

Owner Name: Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Owner Number: 75566

Operator Name: Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Operator Number: O752

This facility has been cited with Class C violation(s) of the Petroleum Storage Tank Regulations, Title 20 Chapter 5 of the New Mexico 
Administrative Code ("NMAC").  If the violation(s) cited are not corrected, the facility may be determined to be out of compliance with 
the requirements and provision of the Petroleum Storage Tank Regulations which would mean the facility would not be eligible for 
reimbursement from the Corrective Action Fund (pursuant to 20.5.123.2304) if your facility has a release.

Field Compliance Order

II.   Violation(s) Information.

Tank ID Penalty  
Code

Occurrences 
Per Tank Description

+

-

38482 20.5.109.910.F 
[1] NMAC 1

Failure to install spill prevention equipment on an AST that is listed in accordance with an 
industry standard or code of practice developed for use with flammable and combustible 
liquids.

Compliance Officer Print Name: Chris Hamilton

Compliance Officer's Signature:

Date: August 6, 2024

Chris Hamilton Digitally signed by Chris Hamilton 
Date: 2024.08.06 11:48:58 -06'00'



Inspection Report

 Date:Inspection Type:

Address: City: Zip Code:

Phone:Facility ID:

III. Operator Name:

Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Bldg. 1
Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone: 505.476.4397
Fax: 505.476.4374
www.nmenv.state.nm.us/ust/ustbtop

Inspection Start Time:Case Number:

I. Facility Name:

Phone:

Address: City: State: Zip Code:

E-mail:

E-mail:

E-mail:

Zip Code:State:City:Address:

E-mail:Phone:IV. Class A/B Operator Name:

Page  1  of

Contact Name:

Contact Name:

II. Owner Name: Owner ID: Phone:

Zip Code:State:City:Address:

Access to property authorized by: LUST Site:

V. NMED Compliance Officer's Name: Phone: E-mail:

Address: City: State: Zip Code:

VI. Tank Number:

Tank Type:

Size:

Contents:

Installation Date:

Tank Construction:

Tank Secondary 
Containment:

Piping Construction:

Piping Secondary 
Containment:

Other Secondary 
Containment:
Corrosion / Cathodic 
Protection:

Tank Release Detection:

Piping Release Detection:

Spill & Overfill:

Tank Status:

01-Feb-17Compliance

149 WILDLIFE WAY SANTA FE, NM 87506

505 424-1850# 54469

SANTA FE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT AGENCY

# 2052

CAJA DEL RIO LANDFILL

505 424-1850

149 WILDLIFE WAY SANTA FE NM 87506

dboettner@sfswma.org

dboettner@sfswma.org

dboettner@sfswma.org

87506NMSANTA FE 149 WILDLIFE WAY

rwatkins@sfswma.org505 424-1850RANDY WATKINS

6

DANITA BOETTNER

DANITA BOETTNER

SANTA FE SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT AGENCY # 75566 505 424-1850

87506NMSANTA FE 149 WILDLIFE WAY

KEITH CHAVEZ 505-222-9559 keith.chavez@state.nm.us

121 TIJERAS AVE NE STE. 1000 ALBUQUERQUE NM 87102

# 38482

AST

6,000

B02

12-23-14

A06/11/15

S01

F01/90

S17

S06

N/A

H06/07

G08/16

I02/08

IN USE



1. Registration Yes No Unk N/A Level
A. Are all applicable tanks registered? (20.5.2.8.A - UST / 2.8.B - AST / 2.8.C - EG Systems) C
B. Have annual tank fees been paid? (20.5.3.8) C
C. Current & Valid Registration Certificate on-site? (20.5.2.15) C
D. Notification of transfer of ownership submitted per (20.5.2.9.A). C
E. Owner has correct mailing address on file with Department per (20.5.2.16). C
2. Release Prevention
    A. Spill Prevention Equipment.
1. Equipment is present? (20.5.4.33 - AST / 20.5.4.33.A(1) - UST) A
2. Equipment is free of tears, rips, or damage. (20.5.5.14[1] - UST / 20.5.5.14[2]/[18]- AST) B
3. Equipment has adequate volume to contain spills. (20.5.5.14[7] - UST / 5.14[8] - AST) B
4. Equipment free of regulated substance, debris, water, or other liquids. (20.5.5.14[5]/5.14[6]) C
5. Equipment free of minor damage. (20.5.5.14[20] - UST/5.14[21] -AST) C
6. Equipment free of other functional or operational defects. (20.5.5.14[96]-UST/5.14[97]- AST) C
7. Spill bucket plow ring is operational/functional. (20.5.5.14[9]-UST/5.14[10]- AST) C
8. AST in secondary containment exempt from spill prevention. (20.5.5.14[17]) B
    B. Overfill Prevention Equipment.
1. Equipment is present? (20.5.4.33.A(1) - UST / 20.5.4.33.A(2) - AST) A
2. Equipment is operational/functional? (20.5.5.14[3]/[13]/[14]-UST/20.5.5.14[4]/[15]/[19])-AST) B
3. Alarm for AST system is audible and visible to delivery driver? (20.5.4.33.A.(3)(b)) B
4. Alarm for UST system is audible or visible to delivery driver? (20.5.4.33.A.(2)(b)) B
5. Ball float is present. (20.5.4.33.A(2)) - UST A
6. Drop tube style equipment installed per installation instructions.(20.5.5.14[11]/20.5.5.14[12]) C
7. Equipment free of other operational or functional defects. (20.5.5.14[98] / 20.5.5.14[99]) C
8. AST in secondary containment exempt from overfill prevention. (20.5.5.14[16]) B

    C. Corrosion Protection.
1. Steel Tank System has cathodic protection. (20.5.4.8 - UST /20.5.4.16.A - AST) A
2. Steel Piping/ancillary equipment corrosion protection maintained. (20.5.4.20.A[1] / 4.20.A[2]) B
3. Corrosion protection equipment is operational. (20.5.5.15.A[1] - UST / 20.5.5.15.A[2] - AST B
4. Impressed Current System is inspected every 60 days.(20.5.5.15.C[1] - UST/5.15.C[2] -AST) B
5. Cathodic Protection System is tested every 3 years.(20.5.5.15.B[1] - UST/5.15.B[2] - AST) B
a. Most Recent Test Date:
b. Previous Test Date:

6. Cathodically protected tank system tested within 6 months of repair. (20.5.5.17.E) C
7. Internally lined UST is operated and maintained per (20.5.4.13.B(1)). B
    Date of last internal inspection:

8. Existing UST system meets upgrade requirements. (20.5.4.13) C
9. Buried metal flex connector is protected from corrosion. (20.5.4.20.A[1]/4.20.A[2]) B
10. Corrosion protection free of minor defects, proper O&M. (20.5.15.A[3] / 5.15.A[4]) C
11. Steel AST secondary containment cathodic protection maintained. (20.5.5.10.H[3]) B
    D. Secondary Containment.
1. Secondary containment for above-ground tank is present? (20.5.4.29[1] - AST) A
2. Secondary containment for piping is present? (20.5.4.15.A - UST / 20.5.4.24 - AST) C
3. Secondary containment for underground tank is present? (20.5.4.15.A - UST). C
4. Secondary containment is functional? (20.5.5.10 - AST/5.11 - UST) B
5. Vaulted AST inspected, operated, maintained, and repaired as required. (20.5.5.12/5.12.B) C
6. Interstice of double-walled AST is operated and maintained as required? (20.5.5.10.I - AST) B
7. Secondary containment is free of fuel, debris, and water? (20.5.5.11.B[2] - UST) C
8. Secondary containment has adequate volume to contain spills. (20.5.5.11.B - UST) B
9. Secondary containment is free of minor functional/operational defects. (20.5.5.11[2] - UST) C
10. Secondary containment is of appropriate volume? (20.5.4.29.A(3)) - AST C

New Mexico Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau - Inspection Report Checklist

Facility ID Number: Case Number:

ofPage

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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New Mexico Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau - Inspection Report Checklist

    D. Secondary Containment. Yes No Unk N/A Level
11. Under-dispenser containment is present? (20.5.4.15.A(2) - UST / 20.5.4.32 - AST) C
12. Secondary containment for loading rack(s) present? (20.5.4.34) C

13. Transition sump is present? (20.5.4.20.D) C
14. AST secondary containment is free of debris and liquid? (20.5.5.10.C) C
    E. Compatibility
1. Tank compatible with the regulated substance stored? (20.5.4.8[2] - UST/4.16[2] - AST) C
2. Piping is compatible with the regulated substance stored? (20.5.4.20.B) C
3. AST secondary containment compatible with regulated substance in tank? (20.5.4.29.A(2)) C
4. All ancillary equipment that routinely holds product is compatible?(20.5.5.16) C
3. Release Detection
    A. Tanks
1. Applicable method of release detection present. (20.5.6.8.A - AST / 20.5.6.9 - UST) A
2. UST method being operated per (20.5.6.9.A(1)/(2)/(3)/6.12/6.13/6.14/6.15/6.16). B
3. AST method is being operated per (20.5.6.8(1)/(2)/(3)/6.20/6.21/6.22) B
4. Release detection records are maintained per (20.5.6.24/6.25). C
5. UST method upgraded from inventory control after 10 years. (20.5.6.9.C(1)) B
6. Tanks are monitored monthly for releases. (20.5.6.9.C - UST/20.5.6.10.A[1] - AST) B
7. Equipment is free of minor functional/operational defects. (20.5.6.8 / 20.5.6.9.A[2]) C
8. Tank gauging stick is not broken, damaged, or warped. (20.5.6.13.C[2] - UST) B
9. Tank(s) checked for water monthly? (20.5.5.8.F - AST/20.5.6.13.G - UST) C
10. AST tightness test performed within required time frame. (20.5.6.8.D/6.10.B) C
11. UST systems installed after 4/4/2008 are interstitially monitored.  (20.5.6.9.D[2] - UST) B
12. AST interstice is checked monthly. (20.5.5.10.I(1) / 6.20.A[2]) C
    B. Piping
1. Applicable method of release detection present. (20.5.6.8.A/6.9/6.11.A(1)/6.11.A[3]) A
2. AST underground piping tightness test within time frames per (20.5.6.11.A[4] / 6.11.C) B
3. UST underground piping tightness test within time frames per (20.5.6.11.A(2) / 6.11.B[2]). B
4. Dates of previous and current tightness test for underground piping (AST or UST)
a. Most Recent Test Date:
b. Previous Test Date:

5. Line tightness test meets requirements. (20.5.6.23.B[1] - UST/20.5.6.23.B[2] - AST) B
6. ALLD functionality tested within last 12 months. (20.5.6.23.A[1] / 20.5.6.23.A[2]) B

7. Dates of previous and current functionality tests on ALLD.
a. Most Recent Test Date:
b. Previous Test Date:

8. ALLD capable of detecting leak per 20.5.6.23.A[3] - UST/20.5.6.23.A[4] - AST) B
9. Interstitial monitoring has automatic shutoff. (20.5.6.23.D.[1] / 20.5.6.23.D[2]) B
10. Equipment is appropriate for type & volume (20.5.6.23[1] / 20.5.6.23[2]) B
11. All surfaces readily visible for AST above-ground piping. (20.5.6.23.E) B
12. Records/documentation maintained per (20.5.6.24 & 20.5.6.25). C
13. Release detection operated per regulations. (20.5.6.8.A(1)/(2)/(3) & 6.9.A(1)/(2)/(3)) B
14. Piping is monitored monthly for releases. (20.5.6.11.E[1] - UST / 20.5.6.11.E[2] - AST) B
    C. Interstitial sensors tested annually. (20.5.6.8.A(2)-AST & 6.9.A(2)-UST) B
1. Most Recent Test Date:
2. Previous Test Date:

    D. Emergency Generator System(s) exempt from release detection requirements.
4. Operator Training/Certification
A. Class A&B Operators trained by deadline. (20.5.18.12.A) C
B. Date Class A/B passed training:

Facility ID Number: Case Number:
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✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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✔
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✔

✔
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January 26, 2015

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

February 08, 2016
January 26, 2015

✔

March 24, 2016
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New Mexico Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau - Inspection Report Checklist

Facility ID Number: Case Number:

ofPage

4. Operator Training/Certification Yes No Unk N/A Level
C. Who trained Class A/B:

D. Records/logs maintained and provided upon request (20.5.18.12.C/17.C/18.B(5)/18.B(6)) C
E. Class C Operators are trained. (20.5.18.12.E(2)) C
F. Monthly inspections performed by Class A or B Operator. (20.5.18.18.B) C
G. Certified/Trained Operator is present? (20.5.18.13) C
H. Unmanned facility meets requirements. (20.5.18.13.B) C
I. Sign for emergency procedures/response posted as required. (20.5.18.11) C
J. Class A&B Operators retrained within 5 years of last training. (20.5.18.14). C
K. Class A&B Operators must retrain within next 60 days. (See Comments) (20.5.18.14.B) C
L. Class A&B Operators retraining annually (20.5.18.14.B) C
5. Operations & Maintenance
A. AST system coating is maintained. (20.5.5.8.B) C
B. Fill port lids are marked. (20.5.5.8.C) C
C. Steel piping in a trench maintained. (20.5.5.8.D) C
D. Containment sumps are maintained. (20.5.5.8.E/[2]/[3]/[4]) C
E. Operations & Maintenance Plan present at the facility.(20.5.5.9) C
F. Operations & Maintenance Plan is being followed.(20.5.5.9/[2]) C
G. Normal venting is maintained. (20.5.5.13) C
H. Emergency venting on AST is checked monthly. (20.5.5.13) C
I. Ancillary equipment is maintained. (20.5.5.8/[2]/[3]/[4]) C
J. Underground piping replaced that shows signs of deterioration/failure. (5.17.A[2]) B
6. Notifications
A. Anything other than a "pass" for monthly monitoring reported. (20.5.7.9.A) C
B. Suspected release reported and investigated. (20.5.7.9.B) B
C. Confirmed release reported per (20.5.7.10). C
D. Change-in-Service, return-to-service, and temporary closure reported. (20.5.8.8) C
7. Financial Responsibility
 A. Proof of Financial Responsibility provided. (20.5.9.903.A) C
 B. Amount and scope of financial responsibility is in accordance with (20.5.9.903). C
C. Mechanism/Policy Name:
D. Effective Date:

8. Above-ground Storage Tanks
A. Tank manufactured for above-ground use. (20.5.4.16/4.16.B) C
B. Tank is former underground tank used as an above-ground tank. (20.5.4.17) C
C. Previously closed tank meets requirements for re-use per (20.5.4.19.C). C
D. One tank installed per vault in vaulted system. (20.5.4.31.A) C
E. Anti-siphon valve is present and operational. (20.5.4.25) C
9. Loading racks' secondary containment meets volume requirements (20.5.4.34) C
10. Upgrade Requirements
The tanks at this facility meet the following upgrade requirement:
A. 1998 (UST - Spill Containment, Overfill Prevention, and Corrosion Protection)
B. 2004 (AST - Spill Containment, Overfill Prevention, Release Detection)
C. 2008 (UST - Secondary Containment for New or Replaced Systems)
D. 2013 (AST - Secondary Containment for Existing Systems)
11. Evidence of a release or spill.
12. Underground Storage Tank Systems are in Significant Operational Compliance?
13. Integrity Test performed prior to return-to-service. (20.5.8.9.E) C
14. All records available upon request by Department. (20.5.5.19) C

# 54469 # 2052
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PETRO CLASSROOM 
✔

✔

✔

✔
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Third Party Pollution Liability Policy# 16EILWE00184
7-1-16 thru 7-1-19

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Case Number:Facility ID Number:

New Mexico Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau - Inspection Report Checklist

15. Comments:

65

# 2052# 54469

Compliance Inspection completed on 02-01-17.

There are no concerns noted at this facility.

FYI owner/operator is currently working installing guard posts around AST. 



New Mexico Petroleum Storage Tank Bureau - Inspection Report Signature Page of 6Page 6

Case Number: # 2052Facility ID Number: # 54469

Closing Conference Time:Closing Conference Date: Feb 1, 2017

On-site Representative's Signature

On-Site Representative - Print Name
DANITA BOETTNER

Compliance Officer's Signature

Compliance Officer - Print Name
KEITH CHAVEZ 

Date

2/1/2017

Date

2/1/2017



F# 54469  O# 75566 
CAJA DEL RIO LANDFILL 
149 WILDLIFE WAY 
SANTA FE, NM 87506

KEY
Symbols If Used: 
I Interstitial 
S STP (Submerged Turbine Pump) 
A ATG (Automatic Tank Gauge) 
SA STP and ATG 
F Fill 
V Vapor Recovery 
U Unleaded 
UNL Unleaded 
S Super Unleaded/Premium 
SUL Super Unleaded/Premium 
D Diesel 
DSL Diesel 
E-85 Ethanol Enriched 85% 
MW Monitor Well 
CP Cathodic Protection Test Point 
UU Unused Man way 
BV Ball Valve 

Note:  Not to scale 
 Orientation/Layout is Approximate 







Danita Boettner
Thanks!



10/31/2022

































































































 

BlueWater Environmental Consulting, LLC 

Caja del Rio Landfill 10-Year Review Documents 
Solid Waste Facility Permit SWB-0226357 Rev. 0, 09/23/25 
Special Waste Permit SWB-0226358 (SP)  

ATTACHMENT 3 
 

Section C Documents 







Year

2015 March 4, 2016

2016 January 25, 2017

2017 November 22, 2017

2018 January 15, 2019

2019 December 26, 2019

2020 November 16, 2020

2021 February 14, 2022

2022 November 30, 2022

2023 December 27, 2023

2024 January 29, 2025

2025 Pending

GROUND WATER MONITORING REPORT SUBMITTAL DATES
Caja del Rio Landfill
Permit SWB-0226357



Year 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter

2015 January 29, 2016

2016 April 29, 2016 July 20, 2016 October 28, 2016 January 25, 2017

2017 April 28, 2017 July 31, 2017 October 30, 2017 January 25, 2018

2018 April 27, 2018 July 13, 2018 October 5, 2018 January 18, 2019

2019 April 30, 2019 July 18, 2019 October 16, 2019 January 30, 2020

2020 April 3, 2020 July 3, 2020 October 5, 2020 January 5, 2021

2021 April 8, 2021 July 26, 2021 October 7, 2021 January 26, 2021

2022 April 25, 2022 July 25, 2022 October 17, 2022 January 11, 2023

2023 April 28, 2023 July 18, 2023 October 11, 2023 January 16, 2023

2024 April 30, 2024 July 27, 2024 October 28, 2024 January 11, 2025

2025 April 7, 2025 July 10, 2025 Pending Pending

LEACHATE MONITORING REPORT SUBMITTAL DATES
Caja del Rio Landfill
Permit SWB-0226357



Year 1st Quarter 2nd Quarter 3rd Quarter 4th Quarter

2015 December 28, 2015

2016 April 5, 2016 July 13, 2016 October 28, 2016 January 18, 2017

2017 April 28, 2017 July 21, 2017 October 30, 2017 January 25, 2018

2018 April 27, 2018 July 13, 2018 October 5, 2018 December 21, 2018

2019 April 2, 2019 July 17, 2019 October 16, 2019 December 13, 2019

2020 March 25, 2020 June 29, 2020 September 25, 2020 January 4, 2021

2021 March 29, 2021 July 12, 2021 September 9, 2021 December 21, 2021

2022 April 4, 2022 July 6, 2022 October 12, 2022 December 21, 2022

2023 April 7, 2023 July 6, 2023 October 5, 2023 December 28, 2023

2024 April 5, 2024 June 28, 2024 September 27, 2024 December 20, 2024

2025 April 5, 2025 June 26, 2025 Pending Pending

METHANE MONITORING REPORT SUBMITTAL DATES
Caja del Rio Landfill
Permit SWB-0226357



 

BlueWater Environmental Consulting, LLC 

Caja del Rio Landfill 10-Year Review Documents 
Solid Waste Facility Permit SWB-0226357 Rev. 0, 09/23/25 
Special Waste Permit SWB-0226358 (SP)  

ATTACHMENT 4 
 

Section D Documents 
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_________________________________ 

 

MAIN DISCLOSURE FORM 

_________________________________ 

 
 

 
In accordance with the Solid Waste Act (NMSA 1978, Sec. 74-9-21.A) and New Mexico Solid 
Waste Management Rules (20.9.3.8.C.3 NMAC), applicants for solid waste facility permits are 
required to file a disclosure statement with the information required by the Environment 
Department. Information provided will be used by the Department of Public Safety to conduct 
background investigations on key employees of the permit holder. The purpose of such 
investigations is to ensure that solid waste facility operations will not be subject to criminal 
influence or disposal of unauthorized hazardous wastes. All information provided or obtained in 
the course of the investigation will remain confidential unless ordered otherwise by a court of 
competent jurisdiction. Questions regarding this form may be directed to the Program Manager, 
Permit Section, Solid Waste Bureau, 505-827-2328. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

NEW MEXICO
ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

Solid Waste Bureau 
 

Harold Runnels Building – Room N2150 
1190 St Francis Dr.  

PO Box 5469, Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469 

Phone (505) 827-0197    Fax (505) 827-2902 

www.env.nm.gov 



Revision  
3/18/11 

 

MAIN DISCLOSURE FORM 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 
1.  Every applicant for or holder of a New Mexico Environment Department Solid Waste 
Facility Permit, must complete this form. 
 
2.  All questions must be answered completely and truthfully.  All  information requested is 
material and essential, failure to provide any of the information requested in this form may 
constitute grounds for denial or revocation of a permit. Answer every question completely, and 
do not leave any blank spaces.  If a question does not apply, enter "Not Applicable" or "N/A" in 
the space provided.  If there is nothing to disclose in answer to a particular question, enter 
"None" in the space provided. If the answer to a question in this form is identical to an answer 
given in a previous question, you may answer the later question by writing, “Same as __.” For 
example, if the answer in question 3 is the same as the answer in question 2, you may answer 
question 3 by writing, “Same as 2.” 

 
WARNING 

FRAUDULENT, DECEPTIVE OR MISLEADING ANSWERS ON DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENTS MAY RESULT IN THE DENIAL OR REVOCATION OF A PERMIT.  ANY 
PERSON WHO FAILS TO DISCLOSE OR WHO MAKES FALSE OR MISLEADING 
STATEMENTS ON THIS FORM MAY BE SUBJECT TO FELONY CRIMINAL 
PROSECUTION.  
 

Be especially careful not to leave out information in a way that might create an 
impression that you are trying to hide it.  For example, a minor criminal conviction may not 
disqualify you or your company from being permitted -- but attempting to conceal the conviction 
may lead to a finding of untrustworthiness, and result in denial of the applicable.  Omitting such 
information from this form, even unintentionally, may result in denial.  Even if the question is 
resolved in your favor, an application may be delayed while the inquiry goes forward. 
 
3.  Please type or print all responses. If necessary, continue answers on a separate page, 
making sure to properly identify the question number and, if applicable, the employee to whom 
the answer applies. When you have finished answering all questions, and have attached all 
additional pages, consecutively number each page at the top right corner -- including the 
additional pages.   

 
4.  If you are required or wish to submit any document in connection with your answer to 
any question, refer to it in your answer as, "Exhibit No.__", and attach it at the end of the form. 
 
5.   The information required to be submitted in the disclosure statement is intended to be the 
information necessary to begin the background investigation required by the Solid Waste Act.  In 
limiting the scope of information required to be included in the disclosure statement, it is 
expressly contemplated that in individual investigations the Department of Public Safety may 
have reason to believe that the authority contained in the Solid Waste Act and procedures 
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adopted by the Secretary of the Environment Department should be employed to review 
additional information. 
 
6.    Notice required under Section 7(b) of the Federal Privacy Act of 1974. Under Section 7(b) 
of the 1974 Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. Sec. 552a(note), any government agency which requests an 
individual to disclose his Social Security account number must inform that individual whether 
the disclosure is mandatory or voluntary, by what statutory or other authority such number is 
solicited, and what uses will be made of it.  

 

The New Mexico Environment Department, in cooperation with the New Mexico Department of 
Public Safety, is authorized to require information from solid waste permit applicants pursuant to 
the Solid Waste Act, Sec. 74-9-21, NMSA. The Social Security number is used as a secondary 
identifier by the New Mexico Department of Public Safety when it conducts background 
investigations, when the Department of Public Safety conduct checks of criminal history records 
maintained by the State and federal governments, and as a cross-check against motor vehicle 
records.  In specific investigations which may involve examination of particular records obtained 
form outside sources, the Social Security number might be used to determine whether the 
individual named in the record and the individual under investigation are the same or different 
persons.  

The listing of Social Security numbers on the disclosure form is voluntary. Under Section 7(a) of 
the Privacy Act, the Division cannot deny or revoke a license or impose any penalty because of 
an individual’s refusal to disclose a Social Security number. However, the absence of a Social 
Security number as a secondary identifier may delay processing of, and decisions on permitting 
because of the additional investigative time and the unavoidable possibility that the absence of a 
Social Security number may result in the initial identification of an individual as having a 
criminal record which actually is that of another person.  That also may result in delay in the 
decision on licensing required by the Solid Waste Act.  
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 MAIN DISCLOSURE FORM 

 
THIS DISCLOSURE FORM IS BEING FILED FOR THE FOLLOWING FACILITY: 

 
CAJA DEL RIO LANDFILL 

 
in connection with an: 

 
_____  application for a permit for a solid waste facility 
 
__X___ existing solid waste facility, pursuant to notice from the Environment Department 
 
_____   change of ownership of a solid waste facility 
 
 
1.          Full name of the applicant, permittee, or prospective owner for which this form is 
submitted. If the named entity is an individual, submit a Personal History Disclosure Form.  If 
the named entity is a business concern submit a Business Concern or Governmental Entity 
Disclosure Statement.  

 

____Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency______________________________________ 

 
 
2.   List each individual who is an officer, director, partner or key employee of a sole 
proprietorship or business concern listed in Question 1.   For each name listed submit a Personal 
History Disclosure Form. A "key employee" is an individual employed as a supervisor or an 
individual empowered to make discretionary decisions.  A "key employee" is delegated authority 
in the interest of the employer and exercises independent judgment. A "key employee" 
recommends or makes decisions regarding personnel or waste management.  A "key employee" 
is not merely authorized to perform a routine or clerical task. 

 
Full Name                          Job Title& Description 
 
Randall Kippenbrock  Executive Director 
Danita S. Boettner   Landfill Manager 
Angelo Mares    Landfill Superintendent 
Sally Padilla    Scale House Supervisor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Revision  
3/18/11 
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3. List each individual who "owns or controls," the business concern listed in Question 2 
For each name listed submit a Personal History Disclosure Form. 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.   List each business concern that is a partner of, or a subsidiary of, a business concern 
listed in Question 1.  For each name listed submit a Business Concern or Governmental Entity 
Disclosure Statement. 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  List each business concern that "owns or controls,"  the business concern listed in 
Question 1. For each name listed submit a Business Concern or Governmental Entity Disclosure 
Statement.  "Owns or Controls" means possessing a 5% or more equity interest.  "Equity" means 
any financial interest, including partners' shares and stock of a corporation. 
                                                                          
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Revision  
3/18/11 

 
 
 
 
 
 

- 3 - Your Page No.: _ 
 

6.   List each individual who is an officer, director, or partner of a business concern listed in 
Question 5.  For each name listed submit a Personal History Disclosure Form. 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
7.   List each individual who "owns or controls" the business concern listed in Question 5.  
For each name listed submit a Personal History Disclosure Form. 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
8.   List each business concern that both (1) is a "subsidiary" of, that is, is "owned or 
controlled" by, an individual or business concern listed in Questions 1, 3, 4, or 5, and (2) has 
had: 
 
       (A)   a conviction rendered, or had a criminal charge filed, against itself or any of its 
officers, directors, or key employees of the subsidiary involving environmental violations, moral 
turpitude, restraint of trade, price-fixing, bribery or fraud within ten years immediately preceding 
the date of this application; or 
 
       (B)   any permit revoked or permanently suspended under the environmental laws of 
any state or the United States; or 
 
       (C)   a judicial complaint or judgment of liability rendered against itself or any of its                   
officers, directors or key employees for violation of any environmental protection law or             
antitrust, trespass or public nuisance law. 
 
For each name listed below submit a Subsidiary Disclosure Form and also a Business Concern 
Disclosure Statement. 
 
N/A 
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9.   List the following information for each business concern which collects, transfers, treats, 
stores or disposes of solid, infectious or hazardous waste in which the applicant, permittee, or 
prospective owner holds an equity interest. 
 
      Full Name                                 Address                         Federal Tax I.D. # 
 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  List each business concern listed in any Business Concern Disclosure Statement.  For 
each business concern listed, submit a Business Concern Disclosure Statement. 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.   OTHER EMPLOYEES.  List the following information for all employees (other than key 
employees) employed, or to be employed, at the facility as of thirty days within filing the 
disclosure statement. 
 
       Name/Home Address/  Position Hire Date Social Security # 

and Phone # 
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AFFIDAVIT * 
STATE OF __________________ 
COUNTY OF ________________ 

 
 

 I, ___________________________, on behalf of _________________________________ , do 

hereby swear (or affirm) that I am authorized and have personal knowledge that the information in 

this Main Disclosure Form and that the information about the business concern given is true and 

accurate.  I swear (or affirm) that the information provided is based upon my personal knowledge 

after exercising diligent efforts to be apprised of all the facts and circumstances necessary to provide 

the information.  I am aware that if any of the foregoing statements made by me are false, I am 

subject to criminal prosecution and civil action.  I understand and acknowledge that all of the answers 

are material to the determination of whether a permit will be issued. 

 
 
 
Dated: ____________________      ______________________________________________ 
                                            (signature) 
 
                                               ______________________________________________ 
                                       (type or print name here) 
 
                                               ______________________________________________ 
                                               (title) 
 
 If form was prepared by a person other than the individual signing this Affidavit(e.g., account or 
attorney), indicate that person's name, address and telephone number: 

 
 
 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this __________day of ________________, 20 ____. 
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                           ______________________________________ 
                                    (notary) 

 
*  Sufficient affidavits should be attached such that some person swears to the truth and accuracy 

of the information of the answers to each question in this form. 
 



































 

BlueWater Environmental Consulting, LLC 

Caja del Rio Landfill 10-Year Review Documents 
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6000 Uptown Boulevard, N.E., Suite 200 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
tel: 505-243-32000 
fax: 505-243-2700 

 © 2016 CDM Smith All Rights Reserved 

January 21, 2016  Ms. Auralie Ashley-Marx Bureau Chief, Solid Waste Bureau New Mexico Environment Department Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502   Subject: Final Order Permit Conditions 3, 4, and 5: Documentation of Operations Manual Training     Caja del Rio Landfill – Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency    Permit SWM-261708    CDM Smith Project No.: 10679-112157  Dear Ms. Ashley-Marx: On behalf of the Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency (SFSWMA), CDM Smith Inc. (CDM Smith) is pleased to provide documentation of SFSWMA’s compliance with conditions 3, 4 and 5 in the Caja del Rio Final Order. The Final Order condition and the attachment containing the documentation are: 
• Condition 3- The owner shall compile an Operations Manual for the facility and submit two printed copies of the Manual and one electronic copy of the Manual to the Bureau within 60 days of issuance of the permit. The Operations Manual shall include Exhibits 1 through 12; 17; and 42 of the July 27, 2015 version of the Application.  Attachment 1 to this letter 

contains 2 printed copies and one electronic copy of the Caja del Rio Operations 
Manual. 

• Condition 4- Copies of the Operations Manual shall be kept at the Administrative Building at the Landfill for easy access by facility operators. Attachment 1 to this letter contains 
copies of the Caja del Rio Operations Manual that are kept at the Scale House and at the 
SFSWMA Administrative Office. 

• Condition 5 - The Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Executive Director, and/or staff from the engineering firm that prepared the application, and/or another qualified consultant retained by the owner of record shall provide staff training regarding all approved Operations, Disposal Management, and Waste Screening Plans in the Manual to all staff involved with operations or inspections, within 45 days of issuance of the Permit. Documentation of such training, including: agenda with subjects covered; training materials used; attendance sheets with names of staff trained, position titles of staff trained and title 



 Ms. Ashley-Marx January 21, 2016 Page 2 

©2016 CDM Smith Inc. All Rights Reserved  

of training; name of trainer; and date and time training was provided shall be placed and maintained in the facility operational record. A copy of all of the above listed items for the initial training shall be sent to the Solid Waste Bureau Chief and the local Enforcement Officer upon completion. Attachment 2 to this letter contains the agenda of the subjects 
covered in the training; Training materials used; Attendance sheet log for the training. An electronic copy of the training materials is provided on an individual CD inside the package. The original signed training log is being kept at SFSWMA’s Caja del Rio Landfill administrative office for operational record. If you have any questions, please contact CDM Smith at (505) 243-3200. Sincerely,  Gregory S. Larson, PE Kelly Collins, CPG, BCES Project Engineer Principal, Project Manager CDM Smith Inc. CDM Smith Inc.  cc: Marc Bonem, local Enforcement Officer, Solid Waste Bureau Randall Kippenbrock, Executive Director, SFSWMA   









LEP – 1
Depth to Sump – 139 feet

Compliance Length – 133 feet
Compliance Depth – 18 inches 

(RED LIGHT)

LEP – 2
Depth to Sump – 142 feet

Compliance Length – 136 feet
Compliance Depth – 18 inches 

(RED LIGHT)

LEP – 3
Depth to Sump – 138 feet

Compliance Length – 132 feet
Compliance Depth – 18 inches 

(RED LIGHT)

LEP – 4
Depth to Sump – 288 feet

Compliance Length – 282 feet
Compliance Depth – 18 inches 

(RED LIGHT)

LEP – 5
Depth to Sump – 297 feet

Compliance Length – 283 feet
Compliance Depth – 42 inches 

(RED LIGHT)

LEP – 6
Depth to Sump – 325 feet

Compliance Length – 311 feet
Compliance Depth – 42 inches 

(RED LIGHT)





 

6001 Indian School Road NE, Suite 310 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 
tel: 505-243-3200 
fax: 505-243-2700 

 

 
 

July 1, 2019 
 
 
Ms. Auralie Ashley-Marx 
Chief, Solid Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Drive, P.O. Box 5469 
Santa Fe, NM  87502 
 
Subject: Major Milestone Schedule 
 Caja Del Rio Landfill Cell 6B & 6A Wedge Liner Construction  
 Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency (SFSWMA) 
 
Dear Ms. Ashley-Marx: 

On behalf of our client, the Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency (SFSWMA), CDM Smith Inc. 
(CDM Smith) is pleased to provide the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Solid Waste 
Bureau (SWB) with this major milestone schedule consistent with Caja del Rio Landfill’s Permit 
Condition No. 10, which requires the following: 

At least 30 days prior to the start of cell construction, the owner/operator shall furnish 
the Bureau with a major milestone schedule so that the Bureau may effectively schedule 
site visits to track construction. 

SFSWMA is preparing for liner construction for Cell 6B (approximately 8.47 acres) and Cell 6A Wedge 
(approximately 3.68 acres), both located at the southern end of the West Phase of the Landfill.  
SFSWMA has retained CDM Smith to prepare the construction plans and specifications and to 
perform construction quality assurance (CQA) for the project. SFSWMA also has awarded the 
construction project to Enviroworks, LLC.   

Construction (subgrade preparation) is anticipated to start on July 29, 2019; however, this may 
change depending on the actual delivery date for the liner materials. Estimated completion dates are 
as follows: 

Task Estimated Completion Date 

Subgrade Preparation 8/30/2019 

Liner and Leachate Collection System Installation 9/20/2019 

Protective Soil Layer Placement 10/11/2019 

Substantial Completion 10/14/2019 



 

Ms. Auralie Ashley-Marx 
July 1, 2019 
Page 2 
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The dates provided in the table above are estimates and subject to change based on the start of 
construction, weather delays, the contractor’s schedule, etc. CDM Smith will notify the SWB should 
there be significant changes to the major milestone schedule.  Please contact us at (505) 353-3713 
or TucholkeDR@cdmsmith.com should you have any questions regarding this schedule.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Dacia Tucholke 
Project Manager 
CDM Smith Inc. 
 
cc: George Schuman, NMED SWB 
 Erica Ortega, NMED SWB 
 Randall Kippenbrock, P.E., SFSWMA 
 Danita Boettner, P.E., SFSWMA 
 Doug Williams, P.E., CDM Smith 
 File 
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July 29, 2019 
 
 
Ms. Auralie Ashley-Marx 
Chief, Solid Waste Bureau 
New Mexico Environment Department 
1190 St. Francis Drive, P.O. Box 5469 
Santa Fe, NM  87502 
 
Subject: Major Milestone Schedule – Updated 07/29/2019 
 Caja Del Rio Landfill Cell 6B & 6A Wedge Liner Construction  
 Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency (SFSWMA) 
 
Dear Ms. Ashley-Marx: 

On behalf of our client, the Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency (SFSWMA), CDM Smith Inc. 
(CDM Smith) is pleased to provide the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) Solid Waste 
Bureau (SWB) with this updated major milestone schedule consistent with Caja del Rio Landfill’s 
Permit Condition No. 10, which requires the following: 

At least 30 days prior to the start of cell construction, the owner/operator shall furnish 
the Bureau with a major milestone schedule so that the Bureau may effectively schedule 
site visits to track construction. 

SFSWMA is preparing for liner construction for Cell 6B (approximately 8.47 acres) and Cell 6A Wedge 
(approximately 3.68 acres), both located at the southern end of the West Phase of the Landfill.  
SFSWMA has retained CDM Smith to prepare the construction plans and specifications and to 
perform construction quality assurance (CQA) for the project. SFSWMA also has awarded the 
construction project to Enviroworks, LLC.   

The new estimated start date for construction (subgrade preparation) is August 19, 2019. Estimated 
completion dates are as follows: 

Task Estimated Completion Date 

Subgrade Preparation 9/27/2019 

Liner and Leachate Collection System Installation 11/1/2019 

Protective Soil Layer Placement 11/8/2019 

Substantial Completion 11/15/2019 



 

Ms. Auralie Ashley-Marx 
July 29, 2019 
Page 2 
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The dates provided in the table above are estimates and subject to change based on the start of 
construction, weather delays, the contractor’s schedule, etc. CDM Smith will notify the SWB should 
there be significant changes to the major milestone schedule.  Please contact us at (505) 353-3713 
or TucholkeDR@cdmsmith.com should you have any questions regarding this schedule.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Dacia Tucholke 
Project Manager 
CDM Smith Inc. 
 
cc: George Schuman, NMED SWB 
 Erica Ortega, NMED SWB 
 Randall Kippenbrock, P.E., SFSWMA 
 Danita Boettner, P.E., SFSWMA 
 File 





















 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 19, 2021 
 
Danita Boettner, P.E. 
Landfill Manager 
Caja del Rio Landfill 
149 Wildlife Way 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506  
 
Re: Approval of the Caja del Rio Landfill, Permit Condition 13 – Fill Progression 
 
Dear Ms. Boettner: 
 
The New Mexico Environment Department Solid Waste Bureau (“SWB”) staff has reviewed the Santa Fe Solid 
Waste Management Agency Caja del Rio Landfill (Landfill) Cell Fill Progression drawings. Fill progression 
drawings Figure No. 1 West Phase Cells 1 – 6B and Figure No. 2 East Phase Cells 7 – 11 (Figures) were submitted 
through email on February 12, 2021.  
 
The Fill Progression drawings are required by permit condition 13 of the November 25, 2015 Final Order. Figures 
No. 1 and 2 provide the total acreage of each disposal cell, and the total acreage of intermediate cover currently in-
place. Included on the Figures is an estimated timeline for fill progression across the east and west phases of the 
Landfill. 
 
The submittal satisfies the requirements of permit condition 13 of the November 25, 2015 Final Order. The next cell 
fill progression submittal is due February 2026. Should you have any questions regarding this review, please feel 
free to contact me at 505.670.2018 or by e-mail at erica.ortega@state.nm.us. Thank you for the electronic and 
hardcopy submittal.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Erica L. Ortega 
Water Resource Professional III, 
Permit Section 
  
c: Randall Kippenbrock,  

Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency, 149 Wildlife Way, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87506-8342  
 Caja del Rio Facility 2015 Permit Conditions File 

Peter J. Garcia Sr., Enforcement Area II, SWB 
George Schuman, Permit Section Manager, SWB 

 Erica L. Ortega Reading File 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Joseph M. Maestas, P.E., CFE, New Mexico State Auditor
The Board of Directors of
Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements

Opinion

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Santa Fe Solid Waste Management 
Agency (“SWMA”), a component unit of the City of Santa Fe, New Mexico, as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise 
SWMA’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of SWMA as of June 30, 2024, and the changes in financial position and its cash 
flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the 
Financial Statements section of our report. We are required to be independent of SWMA and to 
meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements 
relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and 
fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to 
fraud or error.

- 8 -



In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are 
conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about SWMA’s
ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, 
including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s
report that includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not 
absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a 
material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting 
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are 
considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they 
would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, we:

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. 
Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements.

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing 
an opinion on the effectiveness of SWMA’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed.

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall 
presentation of the financial statements.

 Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the 
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about SWMA’s ability to continue as a going concern 
for a reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal 
control-related matters that we identified during the audit.
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Required Supplementary Information  
 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
management’s discussion and analysis, the GASB required pension, and the other post-employment 
benefit schedules on pages 12-20 and 58-66 be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements.  
 
Such information is the responsibility of management and, although not a part of the basic financial 
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an 
essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the 
required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing 
the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our 
inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic 
financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information 
because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or 
provide any assurance. 
 
Supplementary Information  
 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise SWMA's basic financial statements. The accompanying schedule of revenues, 
expense, and changes in net position budget (gaap budgetary basis) and actual ("supplementary 
information") is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic 
financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from 
and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic 
financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other 
additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America. In our opinion, the supplementary information is fairly stated, in all material 
respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 
 
Other Information  
 
Management is responsible for the other information included in the annual report. The other 
information comprises the introductory section and other disclosures, but does not include the basic 
financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon. Our opinion on the basic financial statements 
does not cover the other information, and we do not express an opinion or any form of assurance 
thereon. 
 
In connection with our audit of the basic financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other 
information and consider whether a material inconsistency exists between the other information 
and the basic financial statements, or the other information otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated. If, based on the work performed, we conclude that an uncorrected material 
misstatement of the other information exists, we are required to describe it in our report. 
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 
16, 2024, on our consideration of SWMA’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 
matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 
effectiveness of SWMA’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an 
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering 
SWMA’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC
Albuquerque, New Mexico
December 16, 2024
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

Joseph M. Maestas, P.E., CFE, New Mexico State Auditor
The Board of Directors of
Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements

Opinion

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of Santa Fe Solid Waste Management 
Agency (“SWMA”), a component unit of the City of Santa Fe, New Mexico, as of and for the year 
ended June 30, 2024, and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise 
SWMA’s basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the 
financial position of SWMA as of June 30, 2024, and the changes in financial position and its cash 
flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our responsibilities 
under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the 
Financial Statements section of our report. We are required to be independent of SWMA and to 
meet our other ethical responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements 
relating to our audit. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and for 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and 
fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to 
fraud or error.
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In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are 
conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about SWMA’s
ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date, 
including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a 
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s
report that includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not 
absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with 
generally accepted auditing standards and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a 
material misstatement when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting 
from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, 
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are 
considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they 
would influence the judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and Government 
Auditing Standards, we:

 Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

 Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether 
due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. 
Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements.

 Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing 
an opinion on the effectiveness of SWMA’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is 
expressed.

 Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall 
presentation of the financial statements.

 Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the 
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about SWMA’s ability to continue as a going concern 
for a reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other 
matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal 
control-related matters that we identified during the audit.
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Required Supplementary Information  
 
Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
management’s discussion and analysis, the GASB required pension, and the other post-employment 
benefit schedules on pages 12-20 and 58-66 be presented to supplement the basic financial 
statements.  
 
Such information is the responsibility of management and, although not a part of the basic financial 
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an 
essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate 
operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the 
required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing 
the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to our 
inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic 
financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information 
because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or 
provide any assurance. 
 
Supplementary Information  
 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise SWMA's basic financial statements. The accompanying schedule of revenues, 
expense, and changes in net position budget (gaap budgetary basis) and actual ("supplementary 
information") is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic 
financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived from 
and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the basic 
financial statements. The information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and 
reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves, and other 
additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America. In our opinion, the supplementary information is fairly stated, in all material 
respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a whole. 
 
Other Information  
 
Management is responsible for the other information included in the annual report. The other 
information comprises the introductory section and other disclosures, but does not include the basic 
financial statements and our auditor’s report thereon. Our opinion on the basic financial statements 
does not cover the other information, and we do not express an opinion or any form of assurance 
thereon. 
 
In connection with our audit of the basic financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other 
information and consider whether a material inconsistency exists between the other information 
and the basic financial statements, or the other information otherwise appears to be materially 
misstated. If, based on the work performed, we conclude that an uncorrected material 
misstatement of the other information exists, we are required to describe it in our report. 
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Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 
16, 2024, on our consideration of SWMA’s internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its 
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other 
matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over 
financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the 
effectiveness of SWMA’s internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an 
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering 
SWMA’s internal control over financial reporting and compliance.

Carr, Riggs & Ingram, LLC
Albuquerque, New Mexico
December 16, 2024
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Year Submittal Date

2015 February 18, 2016

2016 February 15, 2017

2017 February 20, 2018

2018 February 4, 2019 *

2019 February 11, 2020 *

2020 February 11, 2021 *

2021 February 14, 2022 *

2022 February 10, 2023 *

2023 February 14, 2024 *

2024 February 3, 2025 *

2025 Pending

Submitted electronically; dates are approximate

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE SUBMITTAL DATES
Caja del Rio Landfill
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NOTICE OF SOLID WASTE FACILITY PERMIT REVIEW 

CAJA DEL RIO LANDFILL 
SANTA FE COUNTY, NM 

Pursuant to the New Mexico Solid Waste Act [74-9-22 NMSA 1978] and the New Mexico Solid Waste Rules [20 NMAC 
9.3], notice is hereby given to the public and other affected individuals and entities that Caja del Rio Landfill has submitted 
documentation for a ten year permit review. In accordance with Section 74-9-24 NMSA 1978, the New Mexico 
Environment Department shall review solid waste facility permits for publically-owned and operated solid waste facilities at 
least every ten years. Pertinent information related to this permit review is as follows. 

Permit Numbers: SWB-0226357 and SWB-0226358 (SP) 

Permit Issuance Date: November 25, 2015 

Permittee: Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency 

Facility: Caja del Rio Landfill 

Location: 149 Wildlife Way, Santa Fe, NM. Approximately eight miles west of the City of Santa Fe, NM in Sections 21, 
22, 27, and 28 of Township 17 North, Range 8 East. 

Facility Opened: May 1997 

 Hours of Operation Open to the Public 

 Sunday - Saturday 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM Monday - Saturday 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Size: The permitted area is 495 acres of which 142 acres are designated for waste disposal. 

Types and Quantities of Solid Waste: In 2024 Caja del Rio Landfill accepted an average of 590 tons of solid waste per 
day (183,500 tons/year). The quantity and rate vary depending upon demand and may increase as demand increases.  The 
landfill accepts approximately 112,000 tons/year of municipal and commercial solid waste, 70,000 tons/year of 
construction and demolition debris, and 1,500 tons/year of sludge. Other materials accepted as compost feedstock include 
approximately 2,300 tons/year of brush/green waste, 150 tons/year of food waste, and 1,000 tons/year of manure. 

Origin of Waste: The majority of waste originates primarily from within Santa Fe County, but may come from areas 
outside the county. 

General Process: The Landfill receives solid waste from commercial haulers and the general public. Loads are weighed 
and screened for appropriate types of waste at the Scale House. The waste is deposited in cells constructed with composite 
liners and a leachate collection system. The waste is covered by the end the working day with at least 6" of soil or an 
alternative cover approved by NMED. 

10 Year Review Documents may be viewed online at: https://www.sfswma.org . Additionally, the documents may be 
viewed at Caja del Rio Landfill or the Resource Recovery Bureau. 

Questions or Comments: Questions or comments regarding the 10 year review should be directed to either: 

 Caja del Rio Landfill New Mexico Environment Department 

 Danita Boettner, Landfill Manager Daniele Berardelli, Permit Section Manager 
 Santa Fe Solid Waste Management Agency Resource Recovery Bureau 
 Caja del Rio Landfill 1190 St. Francis Drive 
 149 Wildlife Way PO Box 5469 
 Santa Fe, NM   87506 Santa Fe, NM   87502 
 505.424.1850 505.670.2018 
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